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Focus on SERAPID 
Londinières

Located in Normandy, France, this plant 
specialises in SERAPID’s QDX clamping, 
positioning and transporting product 
range. Well-equipped, this site  includes 
multi-axis milling machines, welding 
and an assembly area.

Design World LEAP 
awards: SERAPID on the 
short list!

SERAPID has been named as a finalist 
in the Design World inaugural LEAP 
Awards! Our new Telescopic Jib has 
been recognised by Design World 
Magazine as a finalist in their inaugural 
LEAP Awards in the Industrial Auto-
mation section. The winner will be 
announced at the awards dinner on Dec 
11th, in Costa Mesa, California, USA.

In response to customer inquiries for products 
that can perform well within wide temperature 
ranges, the SERAPID Global Research and 
Development group commissioned two 
independent studies from Oakland University 
(Rochester, Michigan, USA). 

The concern was that there could be 
embrittlement of the steel at very low 
temperatures.  For this test, the research team 
set up two chain configurations, the horizontal 
PS type chain with a tensile load, and the vertical 
LinkLift chain with a compressive load. Chains 
were loaded until failure over a wide range of 
temperatures.

The results were conclusive: it was found that 
at temperatures below -30°C (-22°F), there was 
some change in ductility, but the ultimate failure 
strength of the chain products was unaffected, 
with no measurable change in yield or strength 
of the chain down to -50°C (-58°F). 

Based on the concurrence of the test results of 
the two independent research groups, SERAPID 
is pleased to certify the standard PS Chain and 
LinkLift products for operation down to -50°C 
(-58°F) within the catalogue operating loads.  
For more information: info-us@serapid.com

As we are now close to year-end, we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you for the 
interest you have shown in our efforts to share 
with you the 2018 activities of SERAPID Group. 
The popularity of Chain Mail has been very 
strong throughout the year, consistently 
exceeding industry standards according to the 
key performance indicators actively monitored 
by the Editorial board. 

It is indeed our intent to make this commu-
nication tool as interesting and interactive as 

possible; you may rest assured that we will 
continue to strive towards further developing 
the quality of it. This last edition of 2018 has a 
strong industrial flavour to it: you will discover 
SERAPID’s ability to provide innovative solutions 
based on our QDX products range, to develop 
new applications capable of generating strong 
interest (SERAPID Telescopic Jib) and another 
illustration of the robustness of our core 
products in harsh environments.

The SERAPID family is joining us in wishing you 
and your loved ones the best of times for the 
year-end holiday seasons. Have a good read!

Londinières workshop
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Dear Readers,
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Die Change Table for 
FPD Forging Company

Bolster extensions provide a support to place and align the die 
before moving it into the press. They bridge the gap between the 
press and the die cart, or forklift, and allow a die to be staged at 
the front or back of a press before being pushed into the die space. 

Our bolster extensions are fitted with large rollers so that the die 
rolls smoothly and require less force to move. The rolling consoles 
are compatible with the press ramps and DIN 650 T-slots. They are 
built using a lightweight aluminum alloy structure and are available 
in fixed, foldable or completely mobile versions. All bolster 
extensions can be fitted with sliding hooks, stands and extensions, 
as well as wheel mounted stands to move them easily between 
different presses.

Bolster extensions for quick die change
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FabTech trade show  
November 06 to 08  
Atlanta, US  
Booth N°A1862  
One of the largest manufacturing expos 
in the world, this annual show covers all 
aspects of the metalforming industry. 
November 6-8, 2018 Georgia World 
Congress Center, Atlanta, GA, U.S.A.

Agenda 2018
McMurray, Pennsylvania, United-States

SERAPID QDX quick die change products 
were chosen by FPD Company, a respected 
global supplier of titanium forgings, machined 
components and assemblies for the aerospace 
and medical industries. 

FPD was looking for options for loading and 
unloading a 3 400 kgs (7 500 lb.) assembled die 
set that would be transported to the press via 
fork truck when SERAPID was recommended 
to them by a long term customer.

Following an in-shop consultation by John 
Remington, a SERAPID die change expert, 
several approaches were proposed, resulting 
in a final design of a bolster extension die 
table with a push/pull chain system, along 
with hydraulic roller bars and escaping arc 
clamps in the press. 

“The quick die change system allows for the 

tooling to be pre-heated and greatly reduces 
the total setup time in the press,” noted John 
Remington, “This allows for shorter runs and 
many more die changes every week, as well as 
maximum safety for the machine operators.”

The system consists of a 40PS rigid chain 
with a stroke length of 1,3 metres (49.75 
inches). It runs at a speed of 3 metres/
minute (10 ft. per minute), meaning that 
the time from the tooling being on the 
table to being shuttled into the press and 
ready for clamping is less than 30 seconds.  
The die moves smoothly on LGHL hydraulic 
roller bars and is clamped with TBHS escaping 
arc clamps, both produced by SERAPID. JTSE trade show  

November, 27 to 28 
Paris,  France 
Booth N°139/164 
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Entertainment

Restructura trade show 
November 15 to 18 
Turin, Italy

Kinetic architecture

Sam Smith - ‘The thrill of 
it all World Tour’

Brilliant Stages designed and built the 
stage set for the current Sam Smith 
World Tour and required 7 small scissor 
lifts with a very low closed height – each 
lift is driven using 2 x LinkLift 30 units and 
is destined to become a standard product 
for future touring shows.Fixed clamp TBHS 

(080-03)

Ask for our new brochure!

Bolster extensions are just part of a more efficient and safer die 
change system that SERAPID can design for your facility. All SERAPID 
systems are SMED compatible. 

Contact us for a consultation: info-fr@serapid.com
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