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Our locations

Head office: Rouxmesnil-Bouteilles (FR)

Production units: France (Roux-
mesnil-Bouteilles & Londinières), 
Sterling Heights (Detroit, Michigan USA)

Commercial presence: France, 
Germany, UK, USA and Singapore

Sales agents: Italy, Mexico, China and 
Brazil

Head office SERAPID Group, France

Located in the Normandy region, 2 hours from 
Paris, this office has served as headquarters of the 
SERAPID Group since 2009. It houses the majority of 
administrative services, including the R&D and design 
departments, as well as an assembly workshop for 
Rigid Chains and Rigibelt. Reflecting the dynamism 
of the group, the workforce has recently expanded.

Focus on SERAPID head office 
Rouxmesnil- Bouteilles (FR) Event: USITT trade show

One of our recent most rewarding 
events, USITT was all about introducing 
theatre production technology to uni-
versity students. See the highlights  here:  
https://www.usittshow.com/

SERAPID Offices
Sales representation

 
Without wanting to reveal too quickly the 
content of this new edition of “Chain Mail”, 
we thought it possible that when reading 
about our latest delivery to an industrial 
customer (a GPO of 20T) alongside this 
issue’s product highlight article dedicated to 
the medical sector (the RigiBelt), you might 
wonder what the common denominator of 
two products could be with these two very 
different commercial sectors. The answer lies 
undoubtedly in what constitutes two pillars 
of our company: our unique technology and 
the ability to integrate this in to the heart of 

complex systems. To benefit from this twofold 
know-how it is essential for you to bring 
us your problems in vertical and horizontal 
movement.

To illustrate our point, we invite you to meet 
us at Prolight & Sound in Frankfurt, where you 
will see the world’s “highest” meeting room, 
right in our booth!

Have a good read!

Dear readers,
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Autoneum has equipped its plant in Choceň 
with a 3rd SERAPID die truck (GPO truck) with 
a capacity of 20 tons, replacing a die truck 
which was too large and therefore dangerous 
(difficult manoeuvres, loss of space in terms 
of production). Placed in a harsh environment 
- thermoforming zone - it allows the change 
and transfer of tools from a press to their 
storage area. 

SERAPID has identified a double challenge on 
this project: a GPO truck with a high capacity 
(20T) associated with a very low handling 
height. Mr. Quoniam from the Design Office at 
SERAPID explains: “This GPO has met several 
constraints, including the large number of 
different sized tools, some of which can weigh 
up to 20T and have to be loaded into multiple 
positions on the press table ; this has required 
significant flexibility.

“To answer these, the GPO has several 
centralised attachment points for the transfer 
of different tools. The project also required 
electrical expertise due to the redundancy 
of the 3 control systems (wireless control, 
drawbar and emergency wired control). 

New GPO truck for Autoneum 
plant in Czech Republic

RigiBelt: the completely non-magnetic linear drive 
for medical engineering

Agenda

Everything can be controlled remotely with 
wireless control for maximum manoeuvrability  
(or more classically with a tiller). All while 
keeping a footprint that allows allows easy 
movement in the factory.” 

This stacker is integrated in SMED (Single 
Minute Exchange of Die) solutions put in place 
by our customer.

Prolight&Sound Trade Show 
April 10 to 13, 2018 
Frankfurt, Germany  

Metalforming Technology 
PMA Conference 
April 11 to 12, 2018 
Guadalajara, JAL, Mexico 

FabTech Trade Show 
May 02 to 04, 2018 
Mexico City, Mexico 

Come and visit us at prolight+sound, 
the top-ranking international show 
for the entire entertainment industry. 
Experience our latest motion systems, 
and ask us any question you need to 
have answered about your application. 
– We will be pleased to meet you, and 
happy to help you.

The primary conference and expo for 
metalforming and Quick Die Change 
in Mexico, with over 13,000 attendees 
from Mexico and South America.  

Entertainment

Industry

SERAPID linear-motion systems have proven 
themselves in many business fields: the indus-
trial handling of heavy loads, stage and event 
engineering, building dynamics, and increas-
ingly the medical engineering. Our own tech-
nology of the “Rigid Pushing Chain” is not only 
widely renowned for its reliability, accuracy and 
sustainability, it is also greatly appreciated by 
system designers thanks to being compacted 
with space-saving storage options for the 
actuator return. 

While in industrial applications the focus is on 
heavy loads, measured in tons, medical motion 
systems tend to operate in the kilogram range 
and requirements are more about the moothness 
and accuracy of the movements themselves. 
Our motion systems are used in examination and 
operation tables, demonstrating their potential 
in this field of application as well.

Targeting linear motion in the special environ-
ment of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), we 
developed the RigiBelt, an entirely non-magnetic 
actuator. As a real Rigid Chain it is superior to 
alternative solutions because of its compactness 
and telescopic functioning. The RigiBelt brings 
two rows or belts of form-fit elements together, 
much like a zipper, to form a solid bar when 
deploying. The passive portions of each belt can 
be coiled and stored in an efficient, space-saving 
way. All materials are non-magnetic: the teeth 
and belts are made of hard and flexible plastic 
respectively. The drive mechanics are partly 
made of stainless steel or aluminum. Our rig-
id-chain technology combines the strengths of 
other transfer methods, such as hydraulics, belts 
or spindle screws, and at the same time it elimi-
nates their weaknesses.

Regional conference and expo for 
pressroom technology and Quick Die 
Change.  

The RigiBelt will bring you: 
•Positioning accuracy in the millimeter range, 
speed up to 300 mm/sec, load capacity up to  
1000 N 
•Load positioning with no drift, absolute 
stability keeping load at target position 
permanently 
•Smooth movement, uniform speed 
•Long strokes with minimal space 
requirements, space-saving storage 
of actuator mechanism return, easy 
configuration and flexible system installation 
•Energy efficiency min. 80% 
•Low maintenance, long lifetime (240 000 
cycles) safety factor ≥ 3x at 80 kg 
•Rm approx. 5000 N


