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Focus on SERAPID 
Sterling Heights plant
We are pleased to have delivered on 
a number of projects in the last few 
weeks, including a stage lift for Pitts-
burgh Stage, to be installed at Point 
Park University in Pennsylvania; a 
VLB40 car lift for American Custom 
Lifts, for a residence in La Jolla, CA; 
and a Push-pull system for Vogue 
Furniture, in Royal Oak, Michigan.  

Event: presentation at a 
conference
SERAPID unveiled a beautiful new 
project at the 3rd Symposium of Archi-
tecture & Engineering (SCSA): a unique 
and creative travelling trellis installed 
in the San Filippo Theatre (Aquila city). 
The event was held January, 22 at Uni-
versity “La Sapienza”, Rome Italy.

Entertainment

SERAPID USA plant since 1991

The SERAPID LinkLift solution was chosen to 
provide dynamic stage action for the opening 
ceremony of the 2018 Olympic Winter Games 
in Pyeongchang, South Korea. The opening 
ceremony took place in the Pyeongchang 
Olympic main stadium, and was broadcast 
globally with pre-show estimates of nearly 
400 million viewers, 35,000 of whom watched 
live in the stadium. Centre-stage at the 
ceremony was the SERAPID Meridian Lift, an 
impressive circular lifting platform, supported 
by our LinkLift actuators : 15 LinkLift 100 
telescopic actuators rising up to 5.5 meters to 
lift 2 concentric circular platforms: one with 

a diameter of 24 meters and another in its 
centre with a diameter of 8 meters. SERAPID. 
Uplifting.

Supplier of the Meridian Lift 
for the Olympic Winter games 
opening ceremony 2018

In early 2018, we are more than ever focused 
on supporting our customers and their 
projects. After opening our branches in China 
and Mexico in recent years, we have just 
established a branch in Brazil, and will open 
our Singapore branch this month. This allows 
for better proximity and responsiveness in 
the service of our customers and partners in 
these regions. 

We are convinced that innovation is at the 
heart of our business. We are committed to 
strengthening our research and development 
teams, to accelerate the improvement of 
our existing products, and to invent those of 
tomorrow.

Finally, we will be present at the EUROSATORY 
international defence and security trade show 
in June in Paris. We will present our products 

focussing on the technology of the Telescopic 
Mast, which has many applications in these 
fields.

While waiting to see us on the stand, we invite 
you to visit us, either virtually on our new 
website, designed to facilitate the discovery 
of our products and applications, or physically 
in one of our sites.

Have a good read!



High capacity truck lift in Korea

The LinkLift was specifically developed for the needs of the theatrical industry, but it has proven 
to be equally well-suited for industrial applications. 

The product was designed as a means to place lift columns under a stage platform exactly where 
they were needed, without having to worry about where to place guides. The lift columns are self-
supporting, so guides can be conveniently placed out of the way on the wall of the pit, or when 
an installation calls for an array of separate platforms, scissor guides are used. The columns are 
comprised of specially shaped links with square cross-sections ensuring that the centre of gravity 
is always directly in the geometric center. This building-block design provides great stability even 
in cases where compression load is reduced or removed, affording an additional margin of safety 
in situations where the weight of the load may change, or for installations in seismic areas. 

The LinkLift is a remarkably robust product, capable of operating at high cycles and under harsh 
conditions; and is available in a complete range of models with lift capacities ranging upwards to 
150 kN dynamic load per column. While the product was in development, it became immediately 
clear that the theatre-inspired LinkLift features would also solve many issues for industrial 
applications. The LinkLift is now one of SERAPID’s most popular lift products for both stage and 
heavy industry, with systems installed in over two dozen countries, on five different continents, 
with more installations currently in process. LinkLift systems have received multiple product 
awards, as well as being an integral part of award winning venue projects across the globe.

The LinkLift: stable and 
reliable lifting of very heavy loads to significant heights. 
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Annual USITT Conference  
March 14 to 17, 2018 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA  
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The United States Institute for Theatre 
Technology (USITT) is an organization 
for professionals in the performing arts 
and entertainment industry. Attendees 
come from all 50 states and 26 
countries, from a variety of disciplines. 
SERAPID is a long-time sustaining 
member of USITT, and will be exhibiting 
in booth #1104.

Industry

Amore Pacific site - Korea

SERAPID was approached by ARUP consultancy, 
to provide a solution for a very special lift. 

Briefly, the requirement was for a lift to 
transport a truck from the roadway down to two 
underground levels. To achieve this, the lift had 
to operate as a normal lift below ground but 
then come up to roadway level to pick up the 
roadway, and then continue to allow trucks to 
enter and exit the lift from the road. 

The design of the lift was heavily constrained 
by the shaft and the overhanging cladding of 
the building which restricted the overall lift 
car height. SERAPID’s concept design met all 
of the project requirements and SERAPID beat 
competition from the world’s major lift suppliers 
to secure the contract.

The lift has a number of interesting features. 
The drive system has electronically synchronised 
motors, and with a travel of thirteen metres uses 
8 LinkLift 100R chains with two intercalaires and 
mechanical compensation to ensure no LinkLift 
is overloaded and requisite load capacity at this 
travel is achieved. Perhaps the most interesting 
feature is the SERAPID designed bi-parting 
door, measuring some 8,500mm long by 

4,040mm high. Vertically, the door is split with 
one part traveling down and one part up, but, 
uniquely, the top panel also includes a section 
of roof which is lifted with the door. This allows 
sufficient height for the gull-wing trucks doors 
to open fully despite the restricted car height. 
Naturally, the door is operated using Rigid Chain 
Technology.

The SERAPID LinkLift is ideal for this project. 
It provides the required level of control and 
accuracy to allow the lift to pick up the road and 
to operate with reliability. 

This truck lift is one of the most complex 
and demanding lifts installed to date, and 
demonstrates both the strength of the SERAPID 
Rigid Chain product and the depth of the 
engineering capabilities within SERAPID. AERODEF Trade Show  

March 27 to 28, 2018 
Long Beach, California, USA  

Entertainment


